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hatcheries have attempted to have all the flocks supplying eggs to the hatchery blood-tested. This necessitates close supervision and is practical only in hatcheries of relatively small capacity. The proper supervision of the flocks that supply the hatchery, together with careful culling, will aid in the ultimate control of bacillary white diarrhea.
BLACKHEAD  IN  TURKEYS
This disease is widespread throughout the United States and is responsible for heavy losses each year. In some sections the raising of turkeys has been discontinued, because more died than reached the market. The name of the disease does not describe the trouble, because the heads of the turkeys do not become black. The color of the head has nothing whatever to do with this disease. The nature of blackhead is not well understood by most growers. The disease attacks turkeys of all ages, but the losses are usually heaviest when the birds are small. On this account it is commonly believed that poults are comparatively safe from disease after they shoot the red. Shooting the red is that period in a turkey's life when the head parts begin to turn red. It has no bearing on the likelihood of the birds escaping this or any other disease. Due to the inroads of blackhead, turkeys have the reputation of being very difficult to raise. When the facts are known, baby turkeys may be raised and fed in much the same way as baby chicks and are, if anything, stronger and more vigorous. A little dew on the grass is thought by many to be fatal, but this seldom causes losses unless the moisture is heavy enough actually to drown the birds. The real cause of 80 per cent of the losses from disease is blackhead.
Cause
Blackhead is a specific disease of turkeys. Poults may die as young as one month. A microscopic parasite is the exact cause. The disease affects the digestive organs of the turkey and innumerable parasites are passed off in the drop-